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Kent’s Community Transmission Increases to SUBSTANTIAL:

Masks Indoors and Vaccines Strongly Encouraged

August 6, 2021- COVID-19 cases are rapidly increasing across the country, especially in areas with low

vaccination. This week, the United States’ level of community transmission increased from substantial to

high.  Unfortunately, the Kent County Health Department has learned that our county level of

transmission has increased from moderate to substantial (a change to be reflected next week when the

CDC is scheduled to update its COVID Data Tracker.)

This surge is being driven by Delta, a variant of the virus that causes COVID-19. Delta is much more

contagious than past versions of the virus and spreads about two to four times as easily from one person

to another. Since vaccinated individuals can still spread the Delta variant to others, the CDC recommends

everyone over the age of 2 wear a mask indoors in public regardless of their  vaccination status.

“The Kent County Health Department urges everyone to follow the CDC’s advice,” stated Health Officer,

Bill Webb. “Wear your mask and get fully vaccinated if you haven’t already. Getting fully vaccinated is the

best thing you can do to protect yourself and those around you. All vaccines are safe, effective, free and

readily available in Maryland.”

➔ Wearing a mask is strongly recommended in all public indoor settings regardless of your

vaccination status for ages 2+ while community transmission remains substantial or high. With

the Delta variant, this is more urgent than ever.

➔ Now is the time to get vaccinated. Appointments are available through the Kent County Health

Department at kenthd.org or by calling 410-778-1350. You can also schedule through

pharmacies, clinics, and other sites in Maryland by visiting

https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/vaccine, texting your ZIP code to 438829, or calling

1-855-MD-GOVAX.

➔ Everyone who has COVID-19 symptoms or who has been exposed should get tested. If you

have been around someone with a confirmed case of COVID, get tested 3-5 days after exposure,

even if you have no symptoms and/or you have already been vaccinated. Call the Kent County

Health Department at 410-778-1350 to schedule a test or visit MD’s testing site locator.

Maryland Department of Health https://covidlink.maryland.gov/

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention https://cdc.gov/coronavirus
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